2026 Grades 7-8 Summer Reading

For summer reading, you are expected to read for a minimum of 20-30 minutes each day. Let
your interests guide you. This year there is a choice regarding summer reading.

7th A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park
Grade or

Fhe Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani

8th Choice from The Giver Quartet by Lois Lowry including Messenger, Gathering Blue, or Son
Grade and
Choice from Alan Gratz including Allies, Projekt 1065, Refugee, Heroes, War Games, or
Resist

Expectations
e Read daily (minimum of 20-30 minutes)

e FEach time you finish a book, be sure to complete a quiz on Accelerated Reader (AR).

e I[fyou find a book or book series that you absolutely love, but it is not available on AR,
write a one-paragraph summary of the book. You will share this summary with your
teacher at the beginning of the school year.

e An important change: This year, your summer AR goal will be rolled into your
Quarter 1 goal. As a result, your goal may appear unusually high at first glance. Do not
panic. The expectation is that you will be near the midpoint of your goal by the end of the
summer. This approach helps reduce pressure in Quarter 1, since you will begin the
school year already making progress toward your goal if you read consistently over the
summer. In addition, your teacher will be able to monitor and encourage your progress
once the academic year begins.

Assessing Summer Reading

Each student has an individualized Accelerated Reader goal, which can be found on their
personal AR page. This goal is determined by the student’s reading progress during the school
year, as well as the expectation that they will continue reading daily over the summer. The first
English grade of the 20262027 school year will be based on the number of AR points each
student earns over the summer in relation to their individual goal.

Purpose of Summer Reading

Summer reading helps students retain knowledge, strengthen critical thinking skills, and
maintain literacy growth from the school year. When students have the freedom to choose what
they read, they are often more engaged and motivated to continue reading. Please see the linked
articles below to learn more about the benefits of daily reading:



https://global-zone05.renaissance-go.com/educatorportal/home

Why Children Should Read 20 Minutes a Day and How This Impacts Your Kids' Development -

At Any Age
25 Surprising Benefits of Reading (Plus Lots of our Favorite Books!)



https://kidskonnect.com/articles/why-children-should-read-20-minutes-a-day-and-how-this-impacts-your-kids-development-at-any-age/
https://kidskonnect.com/articles/why-children-should-read-20-minutes-a-day-and-how-this-impacts-your-kids-development-at-any-age/
https://www.weareteachers.com/benefits-of-reading/

